
Activity 2: Discovering the Parts of an Atom
In this activity you will try and answer these essential questions:

• What is an atom?
• How has the atomic model changed over time?

Collect a copy of Glencoe: Physical Sciences.

Task 1:		 Start by working through the online lesson  ‘Atomic 1 - Models for the Atom’ 
(link shared through Activity Feed).

Then read through Lesson 1 in ‘Glencoe: Physical Sciences’ - pages 312 - 322

Construct a historical time line (dates where possible) that briefly maps the main changes in our 
Atom Model, mentioning the main idea/contribution made by each of the following:

Early Greek Philosophers like Aristotle
Democritus
John Dalston
J J Thompson
Ernest Rutherford
James Chadwick
Niels Bohr

Give dates, where possible, and use the internet to find suitable diagrams to illustrate your story.


